Our Mission
Our mission is to promote secure and safe openings that
enhance life safety through outreach efforts that include
awareness and education within the building design, code
authority and facility management communities.
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While we engage with all stakeholders in the building construction
community, our current focus is on healthcare facility maintenance directors,
engineers and mechanics for our awareness and education activities
surrounding fire door inspection requirements, and on school administrators
and parent-teacher organizations for our advocacy work about temporary door
locking devices.

AWARENESS

• Create awareness of the critical role that the door and
hardware industry plays in achieving and maintaining
the balance between life safety and security.
• This balance comes from the knowledge, understanding
and expertise of our industry in the proper application
of doors and hardware that provides occupant security
while meeting the critical life safety requirements of
building codes. This begins during initial construction
and continues throughout the building’s life cycle
with ongoing maintenance, upgrades, inspections and
remediation.

EDUCATION

• Provide education on the basics of door and hardware
products and applications to better understand the
importance of fire and egress door assemblies within a
building.
• This basic knowledge places an emphasis on the codemandated requirements of the ongoing maintenance
and regular inspection of fire and egress door
assemblies.

ADVOCACY

• Advocating for the importance of using certified,
credentialed professionals with the experience to create
the balance between life safety and security in the nonresidential door and hardware industry.
• Advocating for issues that impact the life safety
of building occupants, such as school classroom
temporary door locking devices and annual fire door
inspections in healthcare.

In addition to Foundation staff, through our relationship with DHI and its members, we use
resources of considerable experience and expertise to conduct these outreach activities into the building
construction community, thus ensuring that the critical balance of life safety and security is maintained
with the door and entryways that serve the general public.

Annual Fire Door Inspection Awareness and Education
Life safety through proper fire and smoke containment is a critical issue for facility
managers in healthcare facilities, and doors and hardware are essential elements
demanding their utmost attention. Code compliance and insurance audits aside,
properly operating fire and egress doors top the list of areas requiring constant
maintenance and regular inspections.
The Foundation has several presentations outlining the requirements of NFPA 80:
Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening Protectives, and NFPA 101: Life Safety Code,
regarding maintenance and inspections of fire and egress doors. Upon completion
of these presentations, facility maintenance personnel will better understand these
requirements, as well as how to properly assess and functionally test the condition of fire
and egress doors, interpret inspection reports, and perform ongoing maintenance for
continued compliance with code requirements.
We maintain a strong working relationship with The Joint Commission (TJC), the
nation’s oldest and largest standards setting and accrediting body in healthcare, which
is increasing its focus on door inspections in its surveys. With Medicaid and Medicare
dollars tied to the ratings from a Joint Commission survey, there is a fast growing
demand for fire door inspections in healthcare. We have provided training to their corps
of field surveyors on the critical aspects of door inspections, which have in turn created a
grassroots demand for more education from the Foundation.
We also work with the American Society for Healthcare Engineering (ASHE) to provide
awareness and education to ASHE’s state and local chapters and touch thousands of
members with presentations delivered by the Foundation.
Life safety is of utmost importance to the fire marshal and building inspector
communities, and the role that doors and hardware plays is of equal significance. The
Foundation offers presentations outlining the requirements of NFPA 80 regarding
inspections of fire and egress doors to provide a basic understanding of these inspection
requirements, as well as the basic operation and features of fire and egress doors, to verify
inspection reports for compliance with code requirements.

“

Thank you for giving this class. It was something we really needed and a lot of
information we did not know. I believed that everyone that attended learned
something new. I know for me, being shown the proper way to look at the door
brought many things to light, and we were doing some, if not most of our inspecting
wrong, or just didn’t know what to look for. Once again thank you for the instructions
and materials.”
Andrew Ankney, Woodcrafter Supervisor, Veteran’s Administration Hospital, Hampton, VA

Advocacy for Classroom Safety and Use of
DHI-Credentialed Professionals
Door and hardware systems are designed to instantly provide life safety or security
depending upon the scenario—fire or threat. Accordingly, all proper door and hardware
assembly designs equip the doorway to meet the important NFPA 101 Life Safety Code.
The Foundation believes that no door locking device that compromises life safety should
be approved by any jurisdiction. Yet there are some proponents of temporary door
locking devices that cite the reduction in school fire deaths as a reason to relax the egress
code requirements, although most in the code enforcement community credit strong
codes and enforcement for this success.
The Foundation has created a coalition of partners in the building and code
enforcement communities to provide awareness and advocacy about these devices,
which are being added to classroom doors in schools. Our advocacy is focused towards
informing school administrators, board officials, and parent-teacher organizations about
the unintended safety and security consequences of these devices. Additionally, that
there are credentialed professionals who are trained to ensure that every entrance meets
code and can provide students, teachers and administrators the invaluable balance of life
safety and security for their schools and classrooms.

“

It has become apparent over the last year and a half that several of these devices
(temporary door locking devices) are deadly and increase the number of potential
casualties instead of mitigate them. The devices are so narrowly focused in scope they
fail to address evolving threats in the terrorism and active threat field.”
Lt. Joe Hendry, CLEE

To learn more about Foundation activities, to schedule an educational presentation,
or locate a certified Fire Door Assembly Inspector (FDAI) or door and hardware
professional in your area, please do not hesitate to contact us.
The Foundation operates primarily on contributions from door and hardware
industry members. If you are interested in making a contribution, go to
www.doorsecuritysafety.org. We thank you in advance for your contribution.

